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JR Nara Station.
The gateway to Nara.

Many visitors travel with JR Passes,
and travel to Nara from Kyoto and
Osaka using JR trains. However,
Nara does have another main Station,
Kintetsu Nara Station. JR and Kintetsu
lines are adjacent to one another in the
same Station in Kyoto, and many are
under the illusion that there is a sin-
gle Station in Nara as well, but in fact
the two Stations are about a 15 minute

Chapter 3

This is a man-made pond created as
a ‘life release’ pond, by the Kofukuji
Temple, when it held a Hojoe (Life
Release) ceremony in the 8" century
(749). 1t’s a peaceful rest spot between

5-storied pagoda of Kofukuji Temple

reflected on the pond surface. Beside

Sarusawaike Pond, and with its back
== to pond, is the Unemejinja Shrine.
Losing the affections of the emperor
in the 8" century, Uneme, distraught,
committed suicide by throwing her-
self into the pond. Unemejinja Shrine
stands as a memorial to Uneme, and to
comfort her soul. At the annual Uneme
Festival, held at the time of the mid-au-
tumn harvest moon, two lavishly deco-
rated, boats carrying musicians travel
around the pond, playing to appease
the soul of Uneme. Miss Nara, in one of
the boats, plays the part of Uneme.

Naramachi and Kofukuji Temple.
On sunny days, you can see the

Gangoji Temple Gangoji, which still has tiles on the

roof from the 6" century, was a most

Time required influential temple, originally cov-
walk apart. 20 i ering most of the area we know as
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Topics 1 Flower information

Topics 2 Traditional events

Topics 3 Information on Nara's delicious food and accommodation

Topics 4 Manners, customs, and other things you should know




